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Dear Educator!

Are you interested in getting your students active …

· in exploring their local rivers and creeks?

· using state-of-the-art web-based learning tools? 

· networking with other European schools?  

· taking action on a local water project?

If you answered, YES! to any of these questions, then please read further.  You may be interested in an upcoming training for European teachers.  

ACT4RIVERS, a project funded by the European Commission under Comenius, is preparing a one-week teacher training course in April 2010 in Ramnicu Valcea, Romania.  

Would you like to be there?  Act fast there are limited places available and the deadline to apply for funding is September 15, 2009.

What are the objectives of the training?
Participants will have the opportunity:

· to acquire new teaching ideas, tools and materials ready to use in the classroom and in the field

· to acquire knowledge about the topic of freshwater ecosystems

· to obtain competences on”active environmental citizenship”

· to exchange ideas and develop links with teachers from secondary schools in different European countries
How will it be taught?

· Hands-on activities, presentations, discussions and small group work.

· Fieldwork at a river to gain scientific working and teaching methods.

· Hands-on work with IT-tools. 

· Examples of cross-curricular teaching and 1st hand experiences from other teachers. 

· Planning a  “getting active” project and hearing about projects from experienced teachers.
Who should attend?

Educators!  The primary target group is secondary school science teachers (Chemistry, Biology, Geography, and Physics), but secondary school teacher trainers, nature educators and scientific staff at universities involved in “freshwater ecosystems” are also invited!
What is on the programme?

SUNDAY 18 APRIL 2010
Arrive Bucharest/RO, transport to Ramnicu Valcea, welcome dinner 
MONDAY 19 APRIL 2010
Morning: Introduction to freshwater ecosystems, get in contact with the river

Afternoon: Introduction to “Free your River” and the IT-tools available (start your own “book of the river”)

Evening: Philharmonic orchestra concert
TUESDAY 20 APRIL 2010

Morning: Introduction to the checklist of “Free your River” and starting to work with it on the board of a river, data input (“Book of the river”)

Afternoon: Lecture, examples, workshop on cross-curricular teaching

Evening: Visit the "Village museum" 
WEDNESDAY 21 APRIL 2010

Morning: Lecture and practical experience on collaboration with the web methods of “Free your River”

Afternoon: presentation of examples and group discussion

Free evening. Possibility for a tour of the local area.

THURSDAY 22 APRIL 2010
Morning: Lecture on scientific working methods, working with the checklist of “Free your River” on the board of a river (new chapters, comparison with scientific methods)

Afternoon: Scientific teaching methods, data input (“book of the river”), data interpretation

Evening: Trip to Horezu the famous region with traditional Romanian pottery and visit the Monastery of Horezu - UNESCO World Heritage monument 
FRIDAY 23 APRIL 2010
Morning: Lecture, workshop on active citizenship 

Afternoon: Presentation of examples, discussion with experienced teachers

Closing of the training

Evening: Farewell dinner in a traditional Romanian restaurant
SATURDAY 24 APRIL 2010
Transport to Bucharest, departure

The course in Ramnicu Valcea will be organized by the partners of ACT4RIVERS and be located at the Casa Corpului Didactic Valcea, Romania.

Date of the course:

Monday 19th of April until Friday 23rd of April 2010 (18. and 24.4. are travelling days)

Course language:

English

Costs:



Accommodation & meals


€   660,--





Participation fee



€   378,--





Total course fee



€ 1038,--


Grant:



There is a possibility to get a grant out of the Comenius 

or Grundtvig programme. Please contact your Lifelong Learning Agency. 

Deadline for submission to your national agency LLA is September 15th 2009!

Contact:


Christine Radler, project coordinator, c.radler@ist.eduhi.at
Deadline for registration:
November 30th, 2009.

More information:

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/llp/istcoursedatabase




Ref. Number: (not yet available)




and www.act4rivers.net/preparation
We would be very happy, if one of your teachers wants to participate in our training course in Ramnicu Valcea, Romania.

With kind regards
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Christine Radler

Project coordinator
_________________________________________________________________________________

The partner consortium is the following:

· EDUCATION HIGHWAY Innovationszentrum für Schule und Neue Technologie GmbH, Austria (eduhi) – coordinating institution
Eduhi is an independent non-profit organisation in the field of ICT and school education. Eduhi maintains the Upper Austrian school network and the national Austrian web platform for schools. This platform offers more than 55.000 e-content resources for learning and teaching.
· WWF Austria (WWF)
WWF Austria is a partner of WWF International. WWF Austria is the biggest nature conservation organisation in Austria. Environmental education has always been an important area of work of WWF. WWF is active in the area of water since 1963 and has carried numerous campaigns in the area.

· Istituto Statale d’Istruzione Superiore Malignani, Italy (ISIS Malignani)
ISIS Malignani comprises a group of secondary schools. The school comprises a Lyceum (grammar school), technical and vocational courses. 190 teachers are employed for 1200-1300 pupils. ISIS Malignani participates in the development of new didactic strategies and teacher training in IT, Sciences and Environmental education, often in cooperation with universities.
· Technische Universität Kaiserslautern, Fachgebiet Wasserbau und Wasserwirtschaft, Germany (FWW)
The department of Hydraulic Engineering and Water Management of the University of Kaiserlsautern deals for several years now with the implementation of the European Water Framework Directive (WFD), flood protection, effects of renaturalization of rivers, concepts for rivers, ponds and springs, physicochemical and biological measurements and other questions raised in this context. FWW acts as representative of research institutions within expert bodies of the regional government and communicates scientific results regarding the implementation of the WFD to municipalities, agriculture and industry. 
· Universität Rostock, Zentrum für Qualitätssicherung in Studium und Weiterbildung, Germany (ZQS)
ZQS – the centre for Quality Assurance – of the University of Rostock is responsible for the scientific in-service training in the field of environment. ZQS has established various in-service training programmes for educational staff located inside and outside schools, at schools, NGO’s and research organisations in the field of environmental education since 1991. 
· Casa Corpului Didactic Valcea, Romania (CCD-VL)
The teaching staff institution of Valcea County is coordinated by the County School Inspectorate Valcea. The County School Inspectorate represents the Ministry of Education Research and Youth at the regional level. They organize training courses for teachers and auxiliary staff active in pre-universitary education. 

· Katholiek Onderwijs Geel-Kasterlee, Belgium (KOGEKA)
Kogeka is a community of 6 secondary schools which offer general, technical and vocational education in a wide range of study field to pupils aged 12-19. Together they total more than 4000 pupils and almost 700 members of staff. Since 1992 Kogeka schools have continuously been involved in European projects of all kinds (Socrates and Leonardo). They also organised SPLASH, the 3rd European Youth Congress for Water with 400 participants from 28 countries.
· Private Pädagogische Hochschule der Diözese Linz, Austria (PHDL)
PHDL provides initial and in-service teacher training for teachers of different school types (age of pupils 6-14). 700 students study in average per semester at the PHDL, among them approximately 15 Erasmus students.
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